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Inauguration  
In his introductory remarks, the new POGO Chairman, Prof. John Field gave a warm welcome to all 

attendees. Welcome speeches were also given by Prof. Klopper, the Deputy Vice-Chancellor and 

Prof. Le Roex, the Dean of Science, both of the University of Cape Town, and hosts of this year’s 

POGO meeting. These were followed by a keynote presentation entitled “By Bread Alone? An African 

perspective on capacity building and outreach”  by Prof. George Philander, the world renowned 

specialist on ocean-atmosphere interactions, who has made significant contributions to the 

understanding and modelling of large-scale climate variability and links to phenomena such as El 

Niño and La Niña. Hon. Mr Derek Hanekom, the Minister of Science and Technology then gave the 

opening address. 

POGO Business 
At the beginning of the Business part of the meeting, each participant gave a brief self-introduction, 

the minutes from the 13th meeting of POGO were approved and the agenda for the meeting was 

adopted. An introduction to POGO’s budget for 2013 was presented by Shubha Sathyendranath and 

income streams and expenditures in 2012 explained in more detail. 

Reports on Action Items from POGO-13 
An overview of the action items from the previous POGO meeting and a report upon the progress 

made was given by Shubha Sathyendranath. This was followed by updates from members in charge 

of specific action items from the previous meeting: 

Time Series Measurements - Karen Wiltshire 

Prof. Wiltshire underlined the need to manage the data deluge and the role that POGO can play as a 

condensation centre for the data. The data can underpin education. 

Training Opportunities during cruises of member institutes - Einar Svendsen 

Dr. Svendsen presented an overview of plans for IMR to conduct a survey of the Mid-Atlantic Ridge 

in 2014-2015 to investigate krill. There could be an opportunity to offer a berth for a fellowship 

recipient to join the cruise. Mike Meredith also mentioned that the use of gliders to enhance the 

collection of spatial data and the possibility to work with Norway to implement this technology. 

Regional Training in Brazil – Gerry Plumley 

Dr Plumley reported upon an action item from POGO-13 to provide links from the POGO website to 

outreach and educational resources. This has been initiated and a page has been created on the 

POGO website, but further input is required to keep it updated. Dr Plumley outlined the proposal 



prepared and submitted to the “Science without Borders” programme for funding to develop plans 

for a Centre of Excellence in Brazil. Unfortunately, this proposal had not been successful.  

Discussion points included: 

 The exhibit materials presented at the Expo 2012 – could these be used again? 

The electronic materials such as the historic timeline and video material are still available, 

and could be used on the POGO website. The historic instruments on display lent by 

institutes have been returned to the parent institutes. 

 How do scientists apply for fellowships? 

Following the announcements of fellowships, scientists can apply using application forms 

and instructions available on the POGO website relating to the various fellowships. 

 Strategy document – will members be able to review the Strategy Document? 

The Strategy document has been sent to the Executive Committee for revision, the members 

will also have the opportunity to provide feedback before this is posted on the POGO 

website (within 2 weeks). 

 Suggestion made that POGO should not try to be a central point for all the data collation but 

more of an ambassador for Time Series measurements (long-term). 

 POGO should consider linking up with SCOR’s graduate school of oceanography. What is the 

SCOR graduate school?  

 

POGO and other Capacity Building Programmes 
 

Presentations were made on the following topics: 

Report of POGO-SCOR Fellowships and POGO Professorships – Shubha Sathyendranath 

Report on NF-POGO Centre of Excellence and NANO – Trevor Platt 

The Nippon Foundation perspective on the new Centre of Excellence – Kentaro Ogiue 

IODE Capacity Building – Claudia Delgado 

Discussion points included: 

 Gaps in data management training. 

 Upscaling capacity building. 

 Capacity building does not imply a flow from developed country to a non-developed 

country, but more a process of learning from experts, wherever they may be from. Quality is 

important. 

 Could participation in Centre of Excellence lead to University credits towards degrees? 

 Methods of outreach should not just be through the website/internet, but should include 

other mechanisms to engage young people.  

 UCT has used a Facebook page to keep in touch with alumni. How does one balance social 

networking vs. research? 



 Could POGO Members and Partners provide lectures for the OceanTeacher programme of 

IOC-IODE? 

 Could a method of attracting younger generations to learn about the ocean be through 

gaming? Mediterranean Seas already teaches children using video games for understanding 

sea probes. 

 It is necessary to target the curriculum advisors. 

 POGO, SCOR and IODE should coordinate capacity building activities wherever the need is, 

not just in developing countries. 

 

 

New GEO Task “Oceans and Society: Blue Planet” 
 

Presentations were made on the following topics: 

GEO Perspective on the Task “Oceans and Society: Blue Planet” – Douglas Cripe 

New GEO Task “Oceans and Society: Blue Planet” – Trevor Platt 

Blue Planet Presentation to the GEO-IX Plenary – Albert Fischer 

South African contributions to GEO – Imraan Saloojee 

Discussion points included: 

 Ocean and Society: Blue Planet White Paper  

It is planned to prepare a Blue Planet White Paper. When prepared, it should be distributed 

to POGO members for comment. The Blue Planet initiative is not solely a POGO initiative, 

but POGO was a significant stakeholder.  

 GEO Data Portal 

How does one get data to GEO? By going to the GEO website, the metadata can be added.  

 GEO tasks 

Within the 9 main Societal Benefit Areas many are associated with oceans (e.g. climate, 

disaster, ecosystems, agriculture, weather, water). Blue Planet is an overarching task that 

brings these tasks together. 

 What can POGO do to contribute to Blue Planet? 

Work together to provide data and use the data available for societal benefit. It is necessary 

to define what society needs so that the type of data collected is relevant. Blue Planet brings 

together existing activities, in an effort to raise the collective voice for oceans in GEO. 

 

Wednesday 23rd January    

International Programmes and Activities Supported by POGO 
 

Presentations were made on the following topics: 



Progress report from OceanSITES – Bob Weller 

Work plan of new GOOS Steering Committee – Albert Fischer 

Update on GOOS-Africa – Mika Odido 

Update on the Southern Ocean Observing System – Mike Meredith 

Global Alliance of CPR Surveys (GACS) – Hans Verheye 

Atlantic Meridional Transect (AMT) Programme – Steve de Mora 

Discussion points included: 

 SOOS links with SAMOC 

Although technically, not all of the South Atlantic belongs to the Southern Ocean, there is 

much sense in these two programs working together. 

 How is POGO supporting SOOS? 

POGO is supporting SOOS e.g. by endorsement, funding travel of participants from 

developing countries to meetings. SOOS is dependent upon institutes that carry out 

measurements, POGO represents the international members. Increasingly, automated 

methods (e.g. gliders, tags etc.) developed in POGO member institutions are used to collect 

data. Models help with synthesis of data and are essential for prediction. 

 There are claims that the concentration of phytoplankton is decreasing due to global 

warming etc. based on long-term optical data. Is this evident in CPR data? 

The trends vary with region the data used and method of analysis.  

 There were many presentations referring to data products 

The providers of the data need to be recognised. NOAA provides good data products. 

MyOcean provides in situ data which are available for anyone. CPR provides very useful 

data.  

 Do we know who is using the data? How is the data being used? What difference does this 

make to decision-making? What are the impacts of observing systems? 

Suggest this topic as a discussion item or session for next annual meeting. How can the 

fabric of POGO be used effectively to maximise capacity building, observing in informational 

frameworks. Need to use POGO’s expertise to qualify the data available. 

 

 

 

 

New Developments in Ocean Observing and Outreach 
 

Presentations were made on the following topics: 

Challenger Glider Mission – Scott Glenn 

 

South Africa’s Southern Ocean Programme – Pedro Monteiro 

 



South African Glider Programme – Seb Swart 

 

South Atlantic Meridional Overturning Cruises - Isabelle Ansorge 

 

DEA-SAEON benthic camera – Lara Atkinson 

 

South African Ocean Observing and Capacity Building 
 

Presentations were made on the following topics: 

OceanSAfrica  - Stewart Bernard 

 

Applied Centre for Climate and Earth Systems Science – Neville Sweijd 

 

Nansen Tutu Centre for Marine Environmental Research– Johnny Johannessen 

 

South African Environmental Observation Network – Juliet Hermes 

 

ICEMASA – Francis Marsac 

 

Ma-Re BASICS – Lynne Shannon 

 

UCT Applied Marine Science Course – Coleen Moloney 

Discussion points included: 

 In 2019, it will be 500th year Anniversary of the start of the Magellan expedition. Could 

POGO be involved in creating a timeline to celebrate this and create an exhibition? 

There are a number of POGO Members who think this is a good proposition and ideas should 

be discussed with Jan Seys. 

 

Many of the members attended a short excursion to the harbour and CSIR/SANAP Glider Facility, 

followed by POGO Meeting dinner at the Lelapa Township Restaurant. 

 

Thursday 24rd January    

Regional Ocean Observations 
 

Presentations were made by the following: 

Indonesian Though Flow (ITF) monitoring in a global changing climate – Dongchull Jeon 

Ocean Observations in KIOST – Jae Hak Lee 



Contribution of the Deep Sea Drilling Vessel Chikyu to the new IODP framework – Yoshihisa 

Shirayama 

The new era for FIO’s deep ocean observation – Lin Liu 

Ocean Observations by P.P. Shirshov Institute of Oceanology – Robert Nigmatulin 

Mediterranean Observations – Jean-Marie Flaud 

Agulhas Current System – Juliet Hermes 

African Coelacanth Ecosystem Programme – Angus Paterson 

Discussion points included: 

 A place on the POGO website is needed collating URL links to Southern Ocean data. 

 There is a need to integrate data from other regions e.g. with OceanSITES and satellite data. 

  There is a need to have better communication about regions where ocean observations are 

being conducted to enable more collaboration. The POGO Newsletter and website could be 

instruments of communicating planned cruises, taking into account security factors.  

 

Final Discussions  

 
 The future of NF-POGO Centre of Excellence – Reminder for Members to submit proposals 

by 28th February 

 Data: IODE Ocean data (metadata portal) is interoperable with the WMO portal.  

 SOOS should talk with IMAS about having a collaborative database. JAMSTEC data are 

already open and accessible, as are data in Data Centres of Korea and China. 

 Absence of representatives from the Arctic Observing networks was noted, due to a 

concurrent conference in Tromsø on Arctic Observations. 

 Communications should be an agenda item for the next meeting, and the communication 

plan needs to be revamped. A working group for developing a communications strategy was 

discussed. Members were invited to nominate someone from their organisation to be part 

of the POGO News and Information Group, if it had not been done already. 

 A draft of the Action Items was presented and discussed.  

 Blue Planet – members would like to see and comment on the White Paper when ready. 

 The Executive Committee need to formalise a way of assessing requests for funding (e.g. 

OceanSITES was provided seed funding, which now seems to appear as a line entry in the 

budget). 

 POGO-15 meeting will be hosted by the institutes from Hobart. A call was made for 

expressions of interest for members to host POGO-16 meeting in 2015.  PML (Steve de 

Mora) expressed an interest, as did IFREMER (Gilles Lercolais) who proposed that this could 

coincide with SETAC week in Brest (which would take place during October 2014/October 

2016). 

 It was confirmed that the new members of Executive Committee would be in place from this 

year (John Field, Tony Knap, Mike Coffin and Bruce Mapstone) and an additional member of 



the Executive Committee should be from the Asia region, therefore it was proposed that 

Yoshihisa Shirayama (JAMSTEC) joined the Executive Committee. 

 

The background documents and presentations from the meeting are available in on the POGO 

website. 


